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Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners

The Loop Australia acknowledge the 
Traditional Owners of the land we meet on 

and pay our respects to Elders past and 
present.





How did I get 
here?

Professor Fiona Measham travelled 
to Australia in 2017

Professor Measham established 
The Loop in the UK in 2013

An action research project that 
commenced public drug checking in 
2016



How did I get 
here?
Volunteered at UK festival Boom 
Town in mid 2018

Connected with like-minded 
colleagues in NSW, Victoria & 
Queensland

Established The Loop Australia 
as registered charity with DGR 
status in late 2018



What have we 
been up to?

 Working with private philanthropists to 
gain funding

 Purchased our lab in January 2020
 Running demonstrations of the 

equipment
 Conducting research – festival 

wastewater, MSIC trial
 Building our team, developing our 

capabilities
 Working with NGO AOD services to co-

design fixed site













FTIR

• Fourier-transform Infrared Spectroscopy

• Puts infrared light through the sample

• Measures the way the light bounces

• Checks this against a database of known substances





MDMA Pill Strength Measurements

Mass Loss Analysis 
separates soluble MDMA 
from insoluble binder and 
calculates the mass of 
MDMA that was present

UV-Vis Spectrophotometry 
quantifies a solution of 
MDMA based on its 
absorption of ultra violet 
light



Reagent Testing

Reagents are reactive chemicals which 
produce colour changes when reacting 
with other compounds.
● Fillers do not give a colour change
● Active compounds do
● No need for reference sample to see 

there is something
● Highly sensitive



Fentanyl Test strips

Used when:
• The sample is suspected to be an opioid
• Testing indicated the sample contains an opioid
• The user suspects the sample is contaminated with 

an opioid
• The user intends to inject the sample

• One Line = Positive
• Two lines = Negative
• One strong and one weak line = Negative
• The top line is the control line. Repeat if it doesn’t show

Photo from DanceSafe



Brief intervention

Demographics

 Current health issues & 
medications

Drug use history and intentions

Harm reduction advice relevant to 
personal circumstances

No samples are described as “safe” 
or “passing” the test

No samples are returned to service 
users



Sept 2018 – Jan 2019



Jan 2019



“The faces of these young people 
will remain with me going 
forward, along with the hope that 
improvements will be made”, 
Deputy State Coroner Harriet 
Grahame told the New South 
Wales Coroners Court when 
handing down the findings of her 
report. 

Nov 2019





Drug Checking 
in Australia

The ACT remains the only jurisdiction 
to allow drug checking
Two festivals have conducted drug 
checking in 2018 and 2019
Independent external evaluation was 
very positive
Fixed site trial commenced in August 
2022 with another external evaluation 
underway



Drug Checking 
in Queensland

Prior to the ACT’s successful festival 
trial in 2019, the Queensland 
Government’s position was they were 
awaiting the evaluation

The evaluation has been published and 
was successful – no negative outcomes, 
and successfully led to behaviour 
change



Drug Checking 
in Queensland

The Loop Australia holds authority licenses 
to handle schedule substances for the 
purpose of chemical analysis

These authorities cover us for one music 
festival, and seven locations attached to an 
NGO AOD service provider

Existing Queensland Police Service 
operations manual is likely enough for 
service to commence operating



Drug Checking 
in Queensland

Global insurance industry has a low risk 
appetite

We need to have public liability / 
professional indemnity cover to 
operate

Current advice from insurers is that 
they would prefer if we were 
government funded





www.theloop.org.au

cam@theloop.org.au

@WeAreTheLoopAU

@WeAreTheLoopAU

http://www.theloop.org.au/
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